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MULTI-ZONE INDUCTION HEATING
SYSTEM WITH BIDIRECTIONAL
SWITCHING NETWORK

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to induction heat-
ing systems, and more particularly to a control system to
control the power to multiple zones of an induction heating
coil with a bidirectional switching network.

It is well know in the induction heating field that induction
heating coils have variable electrical and heating character-
istics within a single coil and typically do not provide even
heat distribution. Such heating coils are used to apply heat
to a workpiece and such variable characteristics of the coil
result in uneven heat distribution to the workpiece. It would
therefore be desirable to have a system that could control
individual sections or zones within a heating coil without
having to physically alter the heating coil.

In other applications, certain workpieces require different
heat application in different areas. Similarly, it would be
desirable to alter the heat output of individual sections, or
zones, within a heating coil to heat a workpiece without
physically moving the workpiece with respect to the heating
coil.

The simplest approach to solving this problem is to
connect individual power supplies across each section of the
coil. However, such an arrangement creates additional dif-
ficulties in that the sections of the coil are magnetically
coupled thereby preventing accurate control. Further, mag-
netically isolating the sections would be expensive and
result in high energy losses.

One common approach to solving this problem is to vary
the distance between the coil and the workpiece. This has an
effect of varying the power in that section by changing the
coupling between the workpiece and the coil. However, this
approach requires that the equipment be shut down while the
necessary physical alterations are made to the coil. Such
precise adjustments are strictly by trial and error and can
take numerous attempts before the power distribution is
correct, resulting in excessive down time and labor.

Therefore, it would be desirable to have an induction
heating system with multi-zone control to the coil which
does not require physical alteration to the coil or physical
movement of the workpiece with respect to the coil that
solves that aforementioned problems.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a system and method of
providing individual power control to multiple sections or
zones of an induction heating coil that overcomes the
aforementioned problems. The present invention can there-
fore adequately control the amount of heat applied to a
particular workpiece irrespective of irregularities in an
induction heating coil.

The present invention includes a method of providing
individual power control to multiple sections of an induction
heating coil which includes tapping the coils of the induction
heating coil into at least two sections or zones. In accordance
with the present invention, the coil need not be physically
altered, but only tapped such that a bidirectional switch can
be inserted in parallel with each of the coil zones to allow a
current bypass path around each of the zones such that
power and heat output are regulated for each individual
zone. This allows for more precise control of the amount of
heat induced into different areas of the workpiece. This is

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

50

55

60

65

2

particularly advantageous in induction heating applications
where different areas of the same workpiece require different
amounts of heat, or where inconsistencies and coil construc-
tion prevent even heat distribution.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, a
power supply switching network is disclosed to provide
selective power control to multiple zones of an induction
heating coil having a bidirectional switch connected in
parallel with a portion of the induction heating coil to
thereby define a coil zone. Any number of bidirectional
switches can be connected in parallel to define any number
of desired zones, depending upon the precision of heat
control desired and cost factors. Each of the bidirectional
switches are connected in series with one another, and the
coil zones are each maintained in series wherein no physical
change to a standard coil is needed. A control processor is
connected to each of the bidirectional switches to supply a
control signal thereto. The control signal having a duty cycle
for each of the bidirectional switches to thereby regulate
power to each individual heating zone. The power supply
switching network of the present invention is connectable
between a single main power supply and a physically
unaltered induction heating coil to provide selective heat
output from each of the induction heating coil zones.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, an
induction heating apparatus is disclosed for providing con-
trolled heat distribution to a workpiece having multiple
induction heating coils connected in parallel with the main
power supply. Multiple switching networks, according to the
present invention, are connected in series with each induc-
tion heating coil. Within each of the switching networks, a
plurality of series connected bidirectional switches are con-
nected in parallel with the induction heating coil, thereby
dividing that section into individual series connected zones
that are individually controllable by a microprocessor, or
computer. The processor is connected to each of the bidi-
rectional switches of the switching network to selectively
switch each switch between an ON state and an OFF state to
either direct current through the coil zone, or bypass the
current away from the coil zone based on a pulse width
modulating method that distributes ON times to reduce the
overall power output of the main power supply.

The overall power required under the present invention is
controlled by controlling the duty cycle of each switch
which results in several advantages to such an arrangement.
For example, the power in each section can be controlled
using one switch assembly per section of coil without the
need of a circuit common. Another advantage includes that
only a single bank of tuning capacitors is necessary with this
method, and yet another advantage is that the switch and coil
assembly can be located away from the tank capacitors due
to the existence of a large inductance in series with the
heating coil.

Various other features, objects and advantages of the
present invention will be made apparent from the following
detailed description and the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings illustrate the best mode presently contem-
plated for carrying out the invention.

In the drawings:

FIGS. 1A-1B is a circuit schematic of a system incorpo-
rating the present invention.

FIGS. 2A-2B is an overall flowchart for implementing a
portion of the system of FIGS. 1A-1B.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing a portion of FIGS. 2A-B in
more detail.
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FIG. 4 is a timing diagram showing an example of the
implementation of a system in accordance with FIGS. 1a—b.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring to FIG. 1, a detailed circuit schematic of a
system in accordance with the present invention is shown,
including a pair of power supply switching networks 10 and
12 which provide selective power control to multiple zones
of an induction heating coil 14. Switching network 10 and
12 are identical, and therefore switching network 12 is
shown in block diagram form for simplicity. In this particu-
lar embodiment, the induction heating coil 14 is sectioned
into two half-sections 14A, 14B, one section being the lower
half, and the other, the upper half. However, the invention is
applicable to a single coil section, or to any number of
additional sections. The switching networks 10, 12 are
connected to a single power supply 16 through a transformer
18 and a power storage or tank unit 20. The power storage
unit contains a bank of power factor correction capacitors 22
and a pair of relatively large inductors 24, 26, which are
sized to provide a constant current to each active zone of the
multi-zone induction heating coil 14. The bank of power
factor correction caps 22 also function to maintain a con-
sistent operating frequency.

The series connected inductors 24, 26 are sized large
enough to supply essentially a constant current to the
induction heating coil 14 and switching networks 10, 12.
There is a trade off in the size of the series inductors 24, 26
in that the larger the inductor, the higher the voltage require-
ment of the tuning capacitors 22 which increases the overall
cost of the system, while an undersized inductor will create
a dithering of the resonant frequency as the switches 28 are
cycled. For cost effectiveness, it is therefore desirable to
determine the smallest inductor that will maintain the reso-
nant frequency. In a preferred embodiment, a value of 10
times the inductance of the induction heating coil 14 was
adequate to provide essentially a constant current and main-
tain the resonant frequency stable as the switches 28 are
cycled.

Each switching network 10, 12 has a number of bidirec-
tional switches 284, 28b, and 28¢ each connected in parallel
with a portion of the induction heating coil 14 to thereby
define a number of series connected induction heating coil
zones 30, 32, 34 and 36, 38, 40. Within each switching
network 10, 12, each of the bidirectional switches 28 are
connected in series with one another. Each of the bidirec-
tional switches 28a, 28b, and 28c of switching networks 10
or 12, has a pair of back-to-back, series connected switches
42, 44, which are preferably Insulated Gate Bipolar Tran-
sistors (IGBTs), but could be any bidirectional semiconduc-
tor switch properly rated for the particular application. Each
of the semiconductor switches 42, 44 have a reversed biased
diode 43 to allow a current path when the other associated
semiconductor switch is ON to provide a current path away
from the respective induction heating coil zones 30—40. In
the preferred embodiment, IGBTs were chosen because of a
desired operating frequency of 50 kHz and a current rating
of over 1000 amps. At lower current levels, MOSFETS
would be acceptable, and at lower operating frequencies,
SCRs would be well suited. Similarly, for extremely slow
cycling, one could also use simple relays for the bidirec-
tional switches 28. One skilled in the art will recognize that
other equivalent switching means can be substituted depend-
ing upon application requirements.

Each bidirectional switch 28 is connected to an associated
dual gate driver 46, each having a respective current sensor
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48 connected to a primary current sensor 50 in operable
association with the power supply feed line 52 for tracking
current and voltage levels through the induction heating
coils 30-34. These current sensors 48, 50 enable the drivers
46 to switch the IGBTs 42, 44 at zero voltage crossing to
prevent high switch losses. As one skilled in the art will
readily recognize, such zero voltage switching would not be
necessary if semiconductor switches having more ideal
switching characteristics were used. In accordance with the
zero voltage switching of the preferred embodiment, each of
the bidirectional switches 28 and series connected induction
heating zones 30, 32, and 34 have an RC snubber circuit 54
connected in parallel therewith. The snubber circuits 54 are
commonly known RC circuits for suppressing voltage
spikes during the switching at the zero cross-over.

Referring to FIG. 1B a multi-zone feedback circuit 56 is
connected to each leg 58a, 58b, 58¢ and 60a, 60b, and 60c
of each zone of the induction heating coil 14. The multi-zone
feedback circuitry 56 monitors voltage levels of each of the
zones 30-40 via voltage lines 62, 64 and senses current via
current lines 66, 68 through associated current sensors 70.
The multi-zone feedback circuit 56 provides multi-zone
feedback to sense a fault condition on power supply legs 58,
60 within any of the zones 30—40 of the induction heating
coil 14, and based on any detected fault, can interrupt or
cause switching of any particular bidirectional switch 28
within the switching networks 10, 12. The multi-zone feed-
back circuit 56 performs a voltage comparison between each
leg to protect the bidirectional switches 28 from an over-
voltage condition and can also monitor total power in each
zone. The multi-zone feedback will set a fault condition if
excess voltage is detected and also performs a voltage
zero-crossing detection function to perform switching of the
bidirectional switches 28 only during zero-crossing points,
as previously described with respect to the preferred
embodiment. Accordingly, a sync line 72 and a fault line 74
are provided between the multi-zone feedback circuitry 56
and a fiber optic driver 76 to provide synchronous switching
of the bidirectional switches 28 with the voltage zero-
crossing points, and interrupt or enable switching during a
fault, respectively.

The fiber optic driver 76 has fiber optic cables 78, 80
connected to and providing driving signals to each of the
dual gate drivers 46 within the switching networks 10 and
12. The fiber optic driver 76 provides isolation between the
high voltage associated with the induction heating coil 14
and the driving logic controls. The fiber optic driver 76 is
connected to a computer 82 containing a processing unit
which produces control signals to each of the bidirectional
switches 28 through the fiber optic driver 76 and the dual
gate drivers 46. The computer 82 provides the control
signals on six control lines 84 to the fiber optic driver 76, as
well as providing fault and synchronous signals on a fault
line 86 and a sync line 88, respectively. A 24 volt power
supply 90 provides 24 volt power to the fiber optic driver 76
and to internal relays in the computer 82. Transformer 92 not
only provides AC power to the 24 volt power supply 90, but
also supplies 110 AC power to an internal power supply in
computer 82 via power supply lines 94 and to a 36 volt
current transformer 96 to supply power to the multi-zone
feedback circuitry 56. Transformer 98 provides power to
each of the dual gate drivers 46.

Inputs 83 to computer 82 are received from an external
control system for receiving a start signal for initializing the
system. Output leads 85 of computer 82 are input to the main
power supply 16 and are used to determine the power level
of the power supply output. Inputs 87 are the zone reference
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control signals, which in the preferred embodiment, are 6
inputs from 6 separate temperature sensors that are placed in
operative association with each coil zone 30-40 of the
induction heating coil 14. These control signals 87 provide
a closed loop feedback system to control the power to each
individual zone. If the temperature is not high enough, as
determined from inputs 87, the duty cycles are increased
and/or the power supply power is increased via output 85
until the desired temperature is reached.

The power in each zone 30—40 of the induction heating
coil 14 is enabled when the bidirectional switch 28 is OFF.
Conversely, turning the switch to the ON state, shorts out
that particular zone of the coil and the power in that section
drops. The power output of any one of the particular zones
3040 is then controlled by controlling the duty cycle of
each particular switch 28. In a preferred embodiment, in
order to provide even heating to a workpiece, it is important
to cycle through the switches 28 rapidly enough so that the
power supply 16 can be sized to merely respond to the
average power. In this arrangement, each zone of the coil
operates at approximately the same current. By cycling
through the switches at a much faster rate than the response
of the power supply, the power supply will run at the average
total power. If the cycling rate were too low, the power
supply can become unstable. The maximum cycling rate is
then determined by the frequency selected for the coil.

As is now evident, the overall function of the present
invention is to provide a stable AC current out of the tank
section 20 and direct it either through the induction heating
coil zones 30—40, or through the bidirectional switches 28,
and thereby bypassing any particular zone of the heating coil
14. In the preferred embodiment, when an IGBT, across any
particular coil zone is gated ON, the current flows around the
coil section and through that IGBT 42 or 44, and through the
other IGBT’s associated diode 43 to thereby reduce the
power in that zone. When the IGBT’s across a given zone
are gated OFF, the current is directed through the coil and
the power is increased in that zone. The switching networks
10, 12 are designed to be capable of turning ON and OFF for
each half cycle.

The system uses 1,000 cycles as a base for all duty cycle
calculations. The required total overall current and the
individual duty cycles are calculated for each zone by
computer 82. The power supply is then ramped up or down
to the correct current level and the duty cycles are set
accordingly. Each bidirectional switch 28 will then switch a
number of times based on the duty cycle multiplied by the
base 1,000 cycles. The computer control is designed to
maximize the cycling rate at any given duty cycle to stabilize
the power supply and reduce the mechanical stresses on the
coil. This is accomplished by spacing the ON pulses across
100 subsections of the 1,000 pulse base, and each of the
subsections has 10 cycles of tank current, as will be further
described with reference to FIG. 4. The software program
optimizes this procedure by evenly distributing the ON
pulses in the subsections. As an example, if the duty cycle
called for a 25% ON time, then the total cycles would be 250
out of 1,000, and half of the subsections would be gated ON
for 2 cycles and gated OFF for 8 cycles, and the other half
would be gated ON for 3 cycles and OFF for 7 cycles.
Therefore, in the 100 subsections of the 1,000 pulse base, the
total cycles would be (50x2)+(50x3), or a total of 250
cycles. If the duty cycle were increased under this optimi-
zation procedure, first, each of the subcycles with 2 pulses
would be increased to 3, before any of the subcycles with 3
pulses were increased to 4. Therefore, the ultimate cycling
rate is 5 kHz, as opposed to 50 Hz. By spreading the ON
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pulses across a 1,000 cycle band, not only is the apparent
cycling rate kept high, the system resolution is also
increased to ¥1,000.

The following algorithm, as described with reference to
FIGS. 2A-2B describes a system according to the present
invention for creating a modulation, as previously described,
in 100 periods at V4o the frequency, or over a base total of
1,000 sections. In addition, the algorithm phase shifts the
individual zone modulations by Y200 of the base frequency
with respect to each of the other zones. This phase shift
provides an additional phase margin in the protection
scheme for the frequency stability of the tank section. At
these preferred switching rates, the time constant of the tank
section is relatively unaffected and remains generally con-
stant and within 1% of its base value. Referring to FIG. 2A,
upon power up at 100, the system interrupts are enabled at
102, which will be further described with reference to FIG.
3. The next step in the algorithm of the computer software
program is to read the temperature feedback inputs 87, FIG.
1B, at 104, FIG. 2A. Each signal input is then normalized to
a base of 1,000 at 106 and a clocked loop begins at 108. As
long as the time has not expired 110, the largest of the
normalized signals is determined at 112 and compared to the
largest normalized signal during a previous iteration 114.
When the latest largest normalized signal is greater than the
largest normalized signal on the last iteration 116, the power
supply register is incremented at 118 and each normalized
signal is divided by that last largest normalized signal 120.
If however, the latest largest normalized signal is less than
the last largest signal 122, the power supply register is
decremented to decrease the power to the power supply at
124, or if the largest normalized signals are the same 126,
then each of the normalized signals is divided by the largest
normalized signal at 120. Then, as continued on FIG. 2B, the
algorithm multiplies each of the normalized signals by 100
and divides the results by 1,000 to calculate the duty cycles
by finding the quotient Q,, and remainder R, for each
normalized signal at 128. After which, a look up table is
produced for the bidirectional switch outputs at 130 and a
check is made to see if the computer has received a stop or
fault signal 132, and if so, the interrupts are disabled, each
of the bidirectional switches are closed, and a shutdown
routine is run to bring the power supply down at 134. If no
stop or fault is detected at 132, then the system proceeds
through path 136 to perform another iteration beginning
with reading the inputs at 104. The quotient Q,,, and the
remainder R, are used in distributing the ON times over the
100 subsections. The Q,, is evenly distributed, and the R,,,
is periodically distributed throughout the 100 subsections.

Referring to FIG. 3, a custom interrupt handler is initiated
at 140 because of the need of quicker interrupts than
normally provided in standard computers. Two internal
machine clocks are generated, one to track the aforemen-
tioned 100 periods T, and one to track the 10 subperiods
T,o. Once the interrupt handler is initiated 140, the period
clocks T, and T, are each incremented 142, 144 and if
either clock has reached its maximum, it is reset at 146, 148.
The quotient Q,, is evenly distributed over the 100
subsections, and the remainder R, is periodically distrib-
uted over the 100 periods for even average distribution of
ON times. The outputs are then updated. One output, the
power level, is written from the power supply register to a
power supply interface to control the main power supply
150, and the individual switch control outputs are updated
by pointing to an output table created by the main algorithm
as previously described. The interrupt is generated by the
frequency of the tank circuit 20 and allows synchronous
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control of the switching. Upon completion of the updates,
the system returns 152 to the main algorithm 100 of FIG.
2A.

Referring now to FIG. 4, an example of ON time distri-
bution is shown in timing diagram form. The first zone Z, is
shown having a 55% duty cycle. In 1,000 cycles, a 55% duty
cycle multiplied by 100 and divided by 1,000 provides a
quotient of 5 and a remainder of 5. As shown if FIG. 4, zone
1 is ON for 5 clocks 160 for each of the 100 periods. The
remainder 162 is distributed throughout the 100 periods to
create an even total average. The timing diagram also shows
ON time distributions for zone 2 Z, at a 20% duty cycle 164
and for zone 3 Z; at a 40% duty cycle 166. For both 20% and
40% duty cycles, there is no remainder, so the quotient is
easily distributed over the 100 periods 164, 166. However,
as shown from timing lines 168 and 170, each subsequent
ON state 164, 166 is phase shifted from the previous in order
to provide an even ON time distribution for each subperiod
so that the main power supply can be derated as much as
possible. As is evident from the example of FIG. 4, timing
diagrams for the remaining zones would alternately phase
shift the ON states to provide an even distribution of the ON
states across the clock subperiods.

Accordingly, the present invention also includes a method
of providing individual power control to multiple sections of
an induction heating coil including the steps of tapping each
section into a number of series connected zones within the
induction heating coil and periodically or intermittently
switching a current path around each of the zones such that
the power and heat output of each zone is regulated, and the
entire induction heating coil can provide even heat distri-
bution to a workpiece. Each of the switchable current paths
are in series with one another as well as the respective zones
of the induction heating coil. In this manner, an induction
heating coil need not be physically altered, but can be
divided into as many sections as desired for providing
consistent and even heat distribution.

The method of the present invention also includes sensing
current in each power supply side of each zone, and detect-
ing faults, such as overvoltage, and interrupting or causing
switching in response to a fault detection. The system also
optimizes distribution of ON times to reduce overall output
requirements of the main power supply.

The present invention has been described in terms of the
preferred embodiment, and it is recognized that equivalents,
alternatives, and modifications, aside from those expressly
stated, are possible and within the scope of the appending
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A power supply switching network to provide selective
power control to multiple zones of an induction heating coil
comprising:

a plurality of bidirectional switches, each bidirectional
switch connectable in parallel with a portion of an
induction heating coil, thereby defining a plurality of
series connected induction heating coil zones;

a processor connected to the plurality of bidirectional
switches to supply control signals thereto, the control
signals creating a duty cycle for each bidirectional
switch thereby regulating power to each induction
heating coil zone; and

wherein the power supply switching network is connect-
able between a single power supply and an induction
heating coil to provide selective heat output from each
of the induction heating coil zones.

2. The power supply switching network of claim 1
wherein each of the plurality of bidirectional switches are
connected in series.

3. The power supply switching network of claim 1 further
comprising a power factor correction bank of capacitors
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connected in parallel with the power supply and the induc-
tion heating coil.

4. The power supply switching network of claim 1 further
comprising an inductor connected in series with the power
supply and the induction coil.

5. The power supply switching network of claim 1 further
comprising a power storage section having a bank of capaci-
tors connected in parallel with the power supply and the
induction heating coil, and an inductor connected in series
with the power supply and the induction heating coil.

6. The power supply switching network of claim 1
wherein each bidirectional switch comprises a pair of series
connected transistors connected in parallel with an induction
heating coil zone.

7. The power supply switching network of claim 6
wherein each transistor has an associated diode connected in
parallel therewith for current flow in an opposite direction
from that through an associated transistor.

8. The power supply switching network of claim 6
wherein each transistor is an IGBT.

9. The power supply switching network of claim 1 further
comprising a fiber optic driver connected between the pro-
cessor and the plurality of bidirectional switches, and fiber
optic connections between the fiber optic driver and the
bidirectional switches.

10. The power supply switching network of claim 1
further comprising multi-zone feedback in operative asso-
ciation with a power supply connection of each induction
heating coil zone to sense a fault condition and interrupt the
processor in response thereto to cause switching of a given
bidirectional switch.

11. The power supply switching network of claim 10
further comprising a plurality of current sensors for the
operative association of the multi-zone feedback with the
power supply side of each induction heating coil.

12. The power supply switching network of claim 9
further comprising multi-zone feedback circuitry connect-
able to each power supply feed of each induction heating
coil zone with a plurality of current sensors, and connected
to the fiber optic driver to interrupt same in response to the
multi-zone feedback circuitry sensing a fault in a power
supply feed.

13. The power supply switching network of claim 12
wherein the multi-zone feedback circuitry provides over-
voltage protection.

14. The power supply switching network of claim 1
adapted for use in a heating system having an induction
heating coil split in at least two defined sections, each
defined having a power supply switching network connected
thereto such that the processor individually controls each
induction heating coil zone in each defined section indepen-
dently to provide desired heating to a workpiece, thereby
compensating for variable coil characteristics in any given
zone.

15. A power supply switching network for creating a
multi-zone induction heating coil and providing selective
power control to each zone of the multi-zone induction
heating coil comprising:

at least two series connected current switching devices

connectable across an induction heating coil creating at
least two series connected zones in the induction heat-
ing coil; and

a processing unit creating and supplying a duty cycle

controlling signal to each current switching device for
regulating heat output from each zone in the induction
heating coil.

16. The power supply switching network of claim 15
wherein the processor is programmed to receive temperature
input signals indicative of a temperature in an induction
heating coil zone, and normalizing the temperature input
signals over a predefined range.
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17. The power supply switching network of claim 16
wherein the processor is further programmed to distribute
ON switching times of the switching devices over the entire
predefined range.

18. The power supply switching network of claim 17
wherein the processor is further programmed to calculate a
quotient and a remainder for each normalized signal to
create a duty cycle, and evenly distribute the quotient as
ON-time signals over the entire predefined range, and peri-
odically add the remainder to selective ON-time signals.

19. The power supply switching network of claim 18
wherein the processor is further programmed to create
subsections within the predefined range and to stagger the
ON-time signals for each zone such that power supply to
each zone is asynchronous at any given instant in time to
thereby reduce power supply requirements.

20. The power supply switching network of claim 15
further comprising a power storage unit having at least one
inductor sized to provide a constant current to each active
zone of the multi-zone induction heating coil.

21. The power supply switching network of claim 20
wherein the power storage unit further comprises a capacitor
bank for correcting a power factor and maintaining a con-
sistent operating frequency.

22. The power supply switching network of claim 15
further comprising multi-zone feedback for sensing over-
voltage conditions.

23. The power supply switching network of claim 22
wherein the multi-zone feedback comprises a plurality of
current sensors sensing current to each zone of the induction
heating coil.

24. The power supply switching network of claim 15
wherein each bidirectional switch comprises a pair of series
connected transistors connected in parallel with an induction
coil zone.

25. The power supply switching network of claim 24
wherein each transistor has an associated diode connected in
parallel therewith and wherein each transistor is an IGBT.

26. The power supply switching network of claim 15
further comprising a fiber optic driver connected between
the processor and the plurality of bidirectional switches, and
fiber optic connections between the fiber optic driver and the
bidirectional switches.

27. An induction heating apparatus for providing con-
trolled heat distribution to a workpiece with a multi-zone
tapped induction heating coil, the apparatus comprising:

an induction heating coil divided into at least two

sections, each section connected in parallel with a
power supply;

at least two switching networks, each switching network

connected to a respective section of the induction
heating coil and having a plurality of series connected
bidirectional switches therein, each bidirectional
switch connected in parallel with a portion of a respec-
tive section thereby dividing that section into indi-
vidual series connected zones that are individually
controllable; and

a processor connected to each of the switching networks

to selectively switch each bidirectional switch between
an on-state and an off-state to thereby control power to
each individual zone and provide controlled heat dis-
tribution within the induction heating coil.

28. The induction heating apparatus of claim 27 further
comprising a power storage section having a bank of capaci-
tors connected in parallel with the power supply and an
inductor connected in series with the power supply and the
induction coil.

29. The induction heating apparatus of claim 27 further
comprising wherein each bidirectional switch comprises a
pair of series connected transistors connected in parallel
with an induction heating coil zone.
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30. The induction heating apparatus of claim 29 wherein
each transistor has an associated diode connected in parallel
therewith, and wherein each transistor is an IGBT.

31. The induction heating apparatus of claim 27 further
comprising a fiber optic driver connected between the pro-
cessor and the plurality of bidirectional switches, and fiber
optic connections between the fiber optic driver and the
bidirectional switches.

32. The induction heating apparatus of claim 31 further
comprising multi-zone feedback circuitry connectable to
each power supply feed of each induction heating coil zone
with a plurality of current sensors, and connected to the fiber
optic driver to interrupt same in response to the multi-zone
feedback circuitry sensing a fault in a power supply feed.

33. The power supply switching network of claim 27
wherein the processor is programmed to receive temperature
input signals indicative of a temperature in an induction
heating coil zone, and normalizing the temperature input
signals over a predefined range.

34. The power supply switching network of claim 33
wherein the processor is further programmed to distribute
ON switching times of the switching devices over the entire
predefined range.

35. The power supply switching network of claim 34
wherein the processor is further programmed to calculate a
quotient and a remainder for each normalized signal to
create a duty cycle, and evenly distribute the quotient as
ON-time signals over the entire predefined range, and peri-
odically add the remainder to selective ON-time signals.

36. The power supply switching network of claim 35
wherein the processor is further programmed to create
subsections within the predefined range and to stagger the
ON-time signals for each zone such that power supply to
each zone is asynchronous at any given instant in time to
thereby reduce power supply requirements.

37. A method of providing individual power control to
multiple sections of an induction heating coil comprising the
steps of:

tapping each section of an induction heating coil into

respective series connected zones;

providing a parallel current path with each series con-

nected zone;

connecting each current path in series with one another;

and

intermittently switching the parallel current paths around

each of the series connected zones such that power and
heat output to each zone are controllable.

38. The method of claim 37 further comprising the steps
of receiving temperature input signals indicative of a tem-
perature in an induction heating coil zone, and normalizing
the temperature input signals over a predefined range.

39. The method of claim 38 further comprising the steps
of distributing ON switching times of the switching devices
over the entire predefined range.

40. The method of claim 39 further comprising the steps
of calculating a quotient and a remainder for each normal-
ized signal to create a duty cycle, and evenly distributing the
quotient as ON-time over the entire predefined range, and
periodically adding the remainder to selective ON-time
signals.

41. The method of claim 40 further comprising the steps
of creating subsections within the predefined range and to
stagger the ON-time signals for each zone such that power
to each zone is asynchronous at any given instant in time to
thereby reduce power supply requirements.

42. The method of claim 37 further comprising the steps
of sensing a current in each power supply side of each zone
detecting faults therein, and interrupting switching cycles in
response to a fault detection.

* * & Ed *
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